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WATERWAY PLAN

The Waterway Plan is compiled to meet the needs of the community by combining the
Cape Fear River with safe and efficient recreation and commercial developments, as
well as provide quality drinking water sources and controlled flood effects. This plan
does not discuss the use of the river as a major transportation alternative, because the
navigable portion ends just south of the city and could not support commercial
transportation of goods. The river can be and is used for smaller boat traffic between
Fayetteville and Wilmington. A proposal by the Cape Fear River Assembly has been
created to demonstrate the potential for effective water resource management efforts
through a diverse stakeholder approach.

Regional goal:

“The Cape Fear River Basin should be protected and enhanced to provide quality
drinking water, limit flood potential, and promote economic development, to include
additional recreational facilities.”

Objectives:

* Cooperation with the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural
Resources/Division of Water Quality.

* Limit inter-basin water transfers to protect the flow augmentation capabilities of
the river.

* Continued support with the US Army Corps of Engineers to operate the Jordan
Dam.

* Continued cooperation with the US Army Corps of Engineers to operate all locks
at times suitable to promote recreational use of the river.

* Continued support of the Cape Fear River Assembly and all other basin-wide
groups promoting river use and water quality awareness.

Intra-county goal:

“Preserve the Cape Fear River by encouraging and developing safe, efficient and clean
commercial, industrial and recreational facilities within its environment.”

Development along the Cape Fear River will include an 8 mile long, ten foot wide paved
asphalt trail which will run from north of Fayetteville at Methodist

College to Arnette Park and will be developed in three separate phase’s. SEE APPENDIX
MAP 1-1



The Cape Fear River Trail is in the process of being included as a segment of the East
Coast Greenway Alliance, with possible designation as a National Millennium Trail. The
River Trail will eventually run from the north at the Harnett County line to the south into
Bladen County whereby connecting Cumberland County to a continuous greenway
system throughout the Eastern United States.

The City of Fayetteville commissioned an analysis for development and preservation of
a portion of the Cape Fear River corridor. HDR Engineering of the Carolinas, Hammer
Siler George Associates and the Rose Group are the consultants that produced this
analysis, entitled Cape Fear River Corridor Long Range Plan. Proposed
development is centered on the core river gateway that is a defined area between
Grove and Person Streets with corridor improvements from the River westward to

Eastern Boulevard and eastward to Cedar Creek Road. SEE APPENDIX MAP 1-2 AND MAP
1-3

The study has indicated potential for an aquarium, motel and entertainment,
convenience retail space, and other development to include office, multi-family housing,
manufacturing/distribution, a residential golf course community, and possibly a new
marina. The Cross Creek Linear Park Plan, which is currently being implemented,
connects the Cape Fear River Trail and the downtown area to provide a system of
bicycle and pedestrian facilities to the area. This will provide yet another important link
to enhance mobility choices for citizens. SEE APPENDIX MAP 1-1

Objectives:

* Cooperation with the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural
Resources/Division of Water to ascertain levels of water quality.

* Sustain operation and service of the three locks with hours of operation
Wednesday through Sunday.

* Coordination among local governments, agencies, stakeholder groups to ensure
highest best use land development along the riverfront area.

* Procure congressional representative support for the development of the Cape
Fear River Basin.

* Consideration to ecological and historical aspects of the Cape Fear River Basin.



APPENDIX
MAP 1-1 CAPE FEAR RIVER MULTIPURPOSE TRAIL

PROPOSED CROSS CREEK TRAIL
PROPOSED EAST COAST GREENWAY



MAP 1-2 LAND USE PLAN

CAPE FEAR RIVER CORRIDOR LONGE RANGE PLAN
Prepared by HDR Engineering of the Carolinas, Hammer Siler George
Associates, The Rose Group June 2001



MAP 1-3 URBAN DESIGN STRUCTURE PLAN

CAPE FEAR RIVER CORRIDOR LONGE RANGE PLAN
Prepared by HDR Engineering of the Carolinas, Hammer Siler George
Associates, The Rose Group June 2001
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